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Yolmo is a Tibeto-Burman language spoken in Nepal, and is related to
Tibetan and Sherpa. It is also known as Yohlmo, Hyolmo, or Helambu
Sherpa. The majority of speakers live in the Helambu area north of
Kathmandu, but there are also half a dozen villages in the Lamjung
region who are also speakers. Lamjung Yolmo is slightly different to
the main variety of Yolmo, and its speakers have developed their own
traditions and practices.

One practice is the making of bamboo baskets, which they keep for use
around their own houses, or sell to people in neighbouring villages.
Older Lamjung Yolmo people are proficient basket makers, but fewer
younger people are learning to weave baskets. There are only around
700 speakers of Yolmo in Lamjung, and like the practice of basket
weaving, the language is highly endangered.






topla tonbola tuppa
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dlesdl dlesdldl d-4l

The man cuts bamboo with his sickle.




ooleni tuptimaran den pedimaran ¢aaba

AT JHTHNS <8 TelCARTS Tl

The basket is begun by splitting the bamboo.



nangidi kyursin

eSS FES

The inside section of the bamboo is thrown away.




phidi dalo zosin

ffe Sre Sefas

The basket is made with the outside of the bamboo.



ooleni baktal pi zodimaray pitgaan nangi

ATA dechdid o SeARS TS Aes i

Cut two small strips off a piece of bamboo and...




miima tapsin oole miima onge
pedi kyonsin ¢i tinsin
T quids 3Tl HHT ST
Teie FEsayg o7 fasfas
...do it again with another piece.
Next spread out these four pieces.




ooleni tata denda pedi lasin denda pedi tata
AT dTdT <8-Sl Ygig qrdr

This is how the basket crossbeams are made.




dalo thdagandi zosin
qTedl ANTHIS Sefag

Weave and make the basket.
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